FOUNDATION

Chairman of Trustees’ Notes
Firstly, the new board wishes you all
a belated very happy and healthy New
Year. As you are no doubt aware, at
the Foundation's AGM in December a
completely new board of trustees was
elected.
In the spirit of transparency, to
which the new board is committed,
we thought Members should be made
aware that James Black had resigned
from the Foundation board well before
the AGM.
We have sent 'thank you' letters to
those previous Members of the board
who left before the AGM to thank
them for their service.
We have only been in office for
a few weeks and had Christmas and
New Year in that time, but we all
wanted to put your concerns at rest
regarding the archives and Hunt
House, so:
The new board are committed to

working very closely with the RREC
to ensure that access to the archives
is maintained and enriched for both
member and public access. This may
take some time as the already scanned
records need indexing and there is
still a large amount of scanning to do.
In order to find the best way forward,
the Foundation and the RREC are
urgently putting together a combined
working party to find the best way
forward with regard to scanning and
indexing the archives. I would hope
to report on this in a future Spirit &
Speed.
With regards to Hunt House, the
Foundation board have arranged with
the Club to undertake a complete
review of the building(s) to create a
comprehensive list of what needs to
be done and how to bring the Hunt
House urgently up to a respectable
standard. We will again keep Members

of both organisations up to date with
the outcome of this.
The two boards’ priority is to
work together to try to bring the
organisations closer together both
now and for the future. We both hope
to give you more information once we
find out what is indeed possible given
the charitable basis of the Foundation.
I hope this gives you some comfort
that the Foundation is working for the
benefit of everyone but please bear
with us as we have only just started
on this process.
We would welcome any questions
or suggestions you may have on
moving forward so please email them
to me at rf@henryroyce.org.uk. This
applies to both RREC and Foundation
Members.
Thank you
Bob Fuller
Chairman of Trustees

FROM THE ARCHIVES
100 Years Ago... The Words Of Sir Henry Royce
In the spring of 1917, Henry Royce moved from St
Margaret’s Bay in Kent to ‘Elmstead’, his new home in the
village of West Wittering near to Chichester in West Sussex.
Henry brought with him a team of engineers, designers and
draftsmen together with secretaries and housekeepers. This
team stayed with him until his death in 1933.
We are fortunate that a large number of his documents
from this era have survived and are now held at the Hunt
House.
It is estimated that there are between 250,000 –
300,000 documents; the majority have been scanned and
the process of indexing has commenced and the intention
is to make the index available to SHRMF and RREC
Members and also to the general public.
A regular feature will be included in each issue Spirit &
Speed where a selection of Henry Royce documents from
100 years ago will be reproduced.
To follow are documents from January and February
1922 with a brief description of their contents:
January 1922
The Company used abbreviated initials to identify the
authors of each document. This document from Royce (R)
to Hives (Hs) the head of the Experimental Dept in Derby
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Ivan Evernden (Ev) joined the Company in 1916 and,
over the years, became more involved with the detailed
requirements for coachworks on experimental chassis.
This document gives clear guidance to the Sales Dept.,
and subsequently the coachbuilders, to involve Evernden
and the Experimental Dept. more on coachwork details and
design.
A few years later Ivan Evenden became closely involved
in the design of the iconic 1929 Phantom II Continental
model.
Graham Mead

illustrated Royce’s concern with regard to the riveting of
the Ferodo brake lining on the Goshawk chassis.
Royce was always concerned with wear, unwanted
noise and squeak when the brakes were employed.
Goshawk was the experimental code name given to the
model known later as the 20HP.
February 1922
Basil Johnson (BJ) was Managing Director Claude
Johnson’s brother. He was the Company Director with
direct responsibility for sales. BJ eventually became
Managing Director on CJ’s death in 1926.
Royce was becoming increasingly concerned that
coachwork on the chassis being used for experimental use
were being constructed to the coachbuilders’ own ideas,
rather than what the Company required.
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Russia and Rolls-Royce – The First 25 Years
Another new book published by The 20-Ghost Club
Previously we announced
two new books by Sir John
Stuttard about Rolls-Royce
in Finland, and touring the
Isle of Skye. Sir John has
now written a third one.
As with the first two, Sir
John has very kindly agreed
to donate the net sales
proceeds of this book to the
Sir Henry Royce Memorial
Foundation.
The latest book, entitled
Russia and Rolls-Royce
– The First 25 Years, is
described below. Copies
(hardback) can be obtained
from the 20-Ghost Club’s
Treasurer, Philip Hall
pah.rr@btinternet.com or
c/o The Hunt House. Prices
are shown below:
• UK £28
• Europe €36
• ROW £35 or US$49.
Please advise Philip if you
transfer funds:
For sterling:
Account Name: The 20-Ghost
Club Ltd
Sort Code 30-96-35
Account Number 00066803

Russia and Rolls-Royce – The
First 25 Years

For euros:
Bank: C Hoare & Co; Address: 37 Fleet
Street, London EC4P 4DQ
Account Name: The 20-Ghost Club
Ltd
IBAN: GB88 HOAB 1599 0027 4873 80
BIC: HOABGB2L

Czarist Russia was known for its
architecture, fine art, literature and
music. With this appreciation of
quality and the wealth of the nobility

and business, it was not long before
Rolls-Royce found a niche market
in the years before the First World
War. After being introduced to the
marque in 1913, the Czar became a
loyal customer. His 1913 Silver Ghost
Kellner-bodied Limousine became
a favourite mode of transport. In
total, 39 Rolls-Royce motor cars were
delivered before the 1917 Revolution
which ended the Romanov dynasty.
A further 19 Rolls-Royce chassis
had Russian connections. The
War gave rise to cancellations or
appropriation and, interestingly, the
British Armoured Car Division took
converted Rolls-Royce chassis to fight
alongside Russians in the Caucasus
and Romania.
But the Revolution did not end
Russia’s appreciation of the marque.
Trotsky and Lenin commandeered the
Czarist cars and at least a further 45
Rolls-Royce motor cars were ordered by
the Soviet Government until diplomatic
relations soured. In 1933 the Politburo
ordered that the import of Rolls-Royce
cars and spare parts should cease.
Despite this, it was not until 1947 that
the last Rolls-Royce was taken out of
Russian Government service.
Russia and Rolls-Royce – The First
25 Years was published in August 2021
after a year’s study by Russian and
British researchers and historians.
It is the first comprehensive record
describing the history of Russia’s love

For US dollars:
Payments can be made by PayPal,
pay20g@outlook.com
or by transfer to:
Bank: C Hoare & Co; Address: 37 Fleet
Street, London EC4P 4DQ
Account Name: The 20-Ghost Club
Ltd
IBAN: GB62 HOAB 1599 0027 4874 60
BIC: HOABGB2L
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affair and involvement with the RollsRoyce marque. In over 100 pages,
with over 200 illustrations there are
descriptions of over 100 Rolls-Royce
motor cars and their owners, whose

fate was influenced and determined
by the 1917 Revolution and its
aftermath. Many of the photos have
been published for the first time.
The survival rate of the cars has

not been high. Just five out of over
84 Rolls-Royce motor cars which
were delivered to Russia can be found
today in Moscow and St Petersburg.
Three of these were Silver Ghosts
used by Lenin and are in museums
– at his former estate at Gorky,
at the Historical Museum in Red
Square and in the State museum of
the history of St Petersburg. A sixth
is a 1915 Silver Ghost Barker Tourer
which was delivered to St Petersburg
and then, in 1918, it was ‘found’ on
the Finnish side of the border after
Finland’s Independence in December
1917. It was used as a staff car by
a German general, Rüdiger von der
Goltz, whose division was assisting
the Finnish ‘white’ army in the civil
war against ‘the reds’. Then it became
the staff car of Marshal Mannerheim,
the famous Finnish wartime leader
who was later to become President of
Finland. That car can be seen today
in the Military Museum of Finland in
Helsinki.
A further five cars with Russian
connections can be found in other
countries.
This book is a collector’s item
which will be acquired by those
interested in the early history of
Rolls-Royce and for those who are
fascinated by the regard in which both
the Czarist and Soviet Governments
had in the marque during the period
1910 to 1926.

Phantom I in
Afghanistan
The Foundation is most grateful to Alan
Jeater for kindly donating a series of
21 photographs of Phantom I, chassis
number 60YC, taken in Afghanistan
in the 1950s or 60s. This car, with
sports tourer coachwork by Barker,
was once owned by King Amanullah of
Afghanistan, one of seven Rolls-Royce
cars in his ownership. The photographs
show the car then to have been in
rather poor condition, but presumably
complete.
rrec.org.uk
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Sadly, it is almost certain that the car no longer
exists, because, as Tom Clarke explains, about 25
years ago Taliban vandals smashed up all the cars in
the King’s garage.
Philip Hall

LAMBSWOOL

OVER RUGS

TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF

- Tailored in the UK from
the finest sheepskins
- All cars
- Quality built on experience

Easirider Company Ltd
Unit G1 Nene Centre, Freehold Street, Northampton NN2 6EF
+44 (0)1604 714103 www.easirider.com mail@easirider.com

Contact Nick on 01452 730770
or email nick@hinemarketing.co.uk
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