FOUNDATIONNEWS
Chairman’s Notes
As I write these notes the Government
announced the country is officially in
recession, which is not good news for
anyone. This, along with COVID-19, is
having an impact on the day to day work
of the Foundation. However our team of
John Baker and Jo Hover are working to keep the
SHRMF functioning. Pleasingly we have been able to
hold monthly virtual Trustee meetings throughout
lockdown. Each meeting has been fully quorate, a
tribute to the board’s commitment. All Trustees are
determined to maintain strong governance and to
achieve in full the charitable objectives of the
Foundation and with this in mind have been able to
produce a comprehensive proposed Lecture List for
next year. You don’t need to be reminded of the
importance of STEM and the massive contribution
that Engineering makes to our economy. Maintaining
the Royce legacy going forward and encouraging the
training of young engineers is close to all our hearts.
Looking back in our history has unearthed
information regarding the early days of the SHRMF
and the reasons for its establishment. I feel sure when
you read Eric Barrass’ words on the formation it will
lead to a clearer understanding of why it is vital that
we are able to continue our good works, as well as
keeping the amazing archives we hold safe and in
good order for future generations.
Some years ago we were contacted by the BDC
regarding car records of mutual interest; this has led
to a long-standing friendly relationship with them
and the W O Bentley Foundation and we often
exchange information with them. The Hunt House has
thousands of records on Bentley but we don’t hold
everything, continuing the relationship is to
everyone’s mutual long-term benefit.
It was good to be able to welcome our new trustees
including James Black from Northern Ireland to our
meetings via Zoom. James has come up with some
interesting ideas to take the Foundation forward that
are being explored.
None of us has any idea as to how long lockdown
and self-distancing will continue. However, we are
confident that despite all our present challenges the
Foundation is well positioned to prevail. No doubt
there will be constructive change as we move forward,
but as wel all know, living in the past is a terminal
condition.
Nevertheless, what is certain is that engineering
design, development and craftsmanship will underpin
the UK economy and its recovery. By achieving its
charitable objectives SHRMF will play its full part in
the process. The trustees really do look forward to the
future with confidence.

Duncan Feetham
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2020 Annual General Meeting
(year ending 30 June 2020)
THE FOUNDATION is currently
planning the 2020 AGM to be held
later this year subject to whatever
COVID-19 restrictions are in place
at the time.
We are consulting with our
independent legal and charity
advisors to determine the best,
most acceptable method by which

all members will be given the
opportunity to attend and take part
(and vote if eligible).
Full details will be published on
our website and the necessary
papers will be sent out to
registered members in due time.
The accounts are in the process of
being prepared.

LECTURE LIST 2021
Thursday March 11, 2021
M The Gloster Meteor and its Development – Rod Dean
Rod has already given excellent lectures to the Foundation on the Spitfire and flying vintage
aircraft. Now he will review the development of the Meteor and its use of Rolls-Royce
Welland, Derwent and Nene engines. He will also tell us what it is like to fly such an aircraft.
Wednesday May 12th 2021
M The Fall and Rise of Rolls Royce Ltd – Alan Edge
Alan’s book on this subject will be completed next year. It is significant to do this lecture in
2021 as it is the 50th Anniversary on 4 February of the RR ‘Crash’. He is working on lectures
along similar lines with the Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust and the RR Branch of The Royal
Aeronautical Society.
Wednesday 8 July 2021
M Engineering and Design with Jaguar, Lotus, TVR and General Motors – Oliver
Winterbottom. To be confirmed
Oliver Winterbottom spent a lifetime in engineering, working with Colin Chapman and
Giorgetto Giugiaro. He will trace the development of the design process and reveal projects
which never appeared. His design highlights were the Lotus Elite and the TVR Tasmin
Wednesday 6 October 2021
M “Sixty years at the sharp end” – a pilot’s retrospective on 60 years of change
– John Hutchinson
John Hutchinson has flown more than 70 types of aircraft from the Harvard to Concorde. His
lecture last year was enthralling and we are inviting him back for this fascinating review
NOTE: As always and even more so now with COVID-19 still an unknown quantity
please keep an eye on our website for up to date details and booking arrangements
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Hunt House Treasures
Due to COVID-19 restrictions and The Hunt
House being in lockdown there is no Hunt
House Treasures feature in this issue. Philip
Hall cannot get into the building to do the
necessary research. We hope Hunt House
treasures will return as soon as possible

The
Foundation
and The
Hunt House
A search through some
historical documents has
produced a scan of the
original 1977 letter from
Lt Col Eric Barrass OBE
regarding the formation of
the Foundation and the
purchase of the Hunt
House.
Since this was written
Charity Law has evolved
and the Foundation is no
longer a Trust but a
Charity incorporated as a
Limited Company. This is
the way most charities are
run nowadays and the
change was recommended
and overseen by our
independent Charity
Advisers. The resulting
Articles of Association
were inspected and
approved by the Charity
Commission and filed with
Companies House in 2009.
Since it was formed an
agreement has been
signed with Rolls-Royce
Motors Cars Limited and
latterly Bentley Motors
which places the car
records and material that
came from Crewe “in the
custodianship” of the
Foundation. This imparts a
degree of protection in
that it cannot be sold on
the open market, it has to
be passed on to another
like-minded charity or

Continued overleaf 
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archive. This keeps the
material “in the public
domain” and means it will
always be available to
researchers and
enthusiasts alike.
Since 1977 a large
amount of further material
and a number of artefacts
have been added to the
collection from various
sources such as donations
and purchase from sales.
A lot of work has been
carried out on the
digitisation of various
elements of the Archives
– plans and drawings, car
records, historical
paperwork and so on.
The collection is
constantly evolving and
developing as modern
technology in recording,
cataloguing and scanning
advances.
We are extremely
grateful to all the
volunteers who assist with
this work.
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